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Date States (Tuesdays) Date Sectors (NAICS code) (Thursdays except 3/11)

19-Feb CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, & VT

10-Mar AZ, CA, CO, HI, & NV 11-Mar Utilities (22)

24-Mar AK, ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, & WY 26-Mar Transportation and Warehousing (48-49)

14-Apr DC, DE, NJ, NY, and PA 9-Apr Finance and Insurance (52)

21-Apr MD, VA, & WV 23-Apr Real Estate and Rental and Leasing (53)

5-May KY & OH 7-May Health Care and Social Assistance (62)

19-May AL, LA, MS, NC, SC, & TN 21-May

Services: Information (51), Prof, Sci, and Tech Services (54), 
Admin & Support and Waste Mgmt and Remed Services (56), 

Educational Services (61), Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation (71), and Other Services (81)

9-Jun IA, NE, & SD 11-Jun Accommodation and Food Services (72)

23-Jun IL, IN, KS, MO, MN, ND, & WI 25-Jun Wholesale (42) and Retail (44-45)

21-Jul AR, FL, GA, MI, NM, OK, & TX 23-Jul Management of Companies and Enterprises (55)

6-Aug Mining (21), Construction (23), and Manufacturing (31-33)

2017 Economic Census Webinar Series
Planned Schedule for State- and Sector-Based Webinars

https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html


• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population 

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys

2017 EC webinar | June 2020 |  4



• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Data by business size, Franchise status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including variables like the number of 
establishments, employment, payroll, and sales plus sector-specific 
variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data

• Released on data.census.gov, Census Business Builder, and other 
Census tools

Also have related data based on the race, ethnicity, gender, and veteran status of the business 
owner in the Survey of Business Owners and  the Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

The Economic Census (EC)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-naics.html#par_textimage
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https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/about/release-
schedules.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/about/release-schedules.html


2017 Economic Census GAS Release Resources
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-
census/news-updates/releases.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html


The Wholesale Trade and 
Retail Trade Sectors 

(NAICS 42 and 44-45)
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The Wholesale Trade sector comprises 
establishments engaged in wholesaling 
merchandise, generally without 
transformation, and rendering services 
incidental to the sale of merchandise. This 
merchandise includes the outputs of 
agriculture, mining, manufacturing, and 
certain information industries.

The Retail Trade sector comprises 
establishments engaged in retailing 
merchandise, generally without 
transformation, and rendering services 
incidental to the sale of merchandise.

1,064,210

408,551

0 200,000 400,000 600,000 800,000 1,000,000 1,200,000
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Prof, sci, & tech services

Real estate and rental and leasing

Finance and insurance

Information

Transportation and warehousing

Retail trade

Wholesale trade

Manufacturing

Construction

Utilities

Mining, quarrying, & oil & gas extr

Number of establishments: 2017

Facts for these sectors:
Establishments: Wholesale: 10th, Retail: 1st; Employment: Wholesale: 1.5 million (9th), Retail: 16.0 

million (2nd); Sales:  Wholesale $8.5 trillion (1st), Retail: $5.0 trillion (3rd). 



Key Changes in the 2017 Economic Census

• Geographic area changes (counties, places, metros)
• North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) changes (new 

codes, changed codes)
• The New North American Product Classification System (NAPCS) 

(replaces old “Product Lines” tables)
• Other changes

• Dropped and Changed “Miscellaneous Subjects” tables
• New Disclosure Rules (and their impacts)
• New Data.census.gov dissemination platform
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For a summary of the key changes, view our recorded webinar at 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/2017-econ-census.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/2017-econ-census.html


NAICS

• The standard used by US Federal statistical agencies to classify 
businesses

• Developed by OMB, Statistics Canada, and Mexico’s stat agency
(INEGI)

• Helps ensure statistical comparability across North American countries
• Adopted in 1997 and updated every 5 years (see the 2017 NAICS Manual)

• Types of Changes
• One-to-One (Recodes), Many-to-One (Combos), and Many-to-Many
• One-to-Many (Splitters) (none for 2017, a few in 2012)
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https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/concepts/index
http://www.inegi.org.mx/
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/2017NAICS/2017_NAICS_Manual.pdf


NAICS Changes for 2017

• Mining

• Manufacturing
• Retail Trade

Visit the NAICS website for more information 
(https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/)
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NOTE: There were NO CHANGES to NAICS 42 for 
2017 so comparisons to 2012 are possible. 

For the 2012 NAICS, there were changes to the  
some codes for Wholesale Trade so comparisons 
back to 2007 are also possible.

https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/


NAICS Changes for 2017 (cont.)

• Information

• Real Estate & Rental & Leasing

• Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
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QuickFacts
Data for cities and towns with population 5,000 or more

Where to Access the 2017 Economic Census Data
Census Business Builder 3.1
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Data.census.gov

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217


2017 Economic Census Fun Facts
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https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/library/visualizations.html

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020
/02/economic-census-measuring-a-changing-
america.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/library/visualizations.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/02/economic-census-measuring-a-changing-america.html


Selected Findings
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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Note: Average annual payroll per employee for all industries 
(NAICS 00) is $52,300
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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Selected Findings (cont.)
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What’s Coming Next

• North American Product Classification 
System Data (Nov. 2020)

• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
napcs.html

• Establishment and Firm Size Data (Nov. 
2020 thru Sept 2021)

• Revenue size, establishment size, single/multi-
unit, concentration of largest firms, legal form of 
organization, and franchise status

• Miscellaneous Subjects Data (Nov. 2020 
thru Sept 2021)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-napcs.html


Summary

• The Economic Census provides a wealth of business data
• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html

• The data are released on a flow basis (all states/sectors will be complete in August 
2020) and more data is coming

• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-
updates/releases.html

• NAICS changes every 5 years… make sure data are comparable
• Learn more at https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/

• The data are now being released on data.census.gov
• More data are coming…
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/news-updates/releases.html
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/


Q & A and Thank You!

Contact us at:
Angelo.J. Bonaccory@census.gov

(301)763-3039

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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